










 
 

February 7, 2010 

 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

I am pleased to write this letter of recommendation on behalf of Donovan Mixon.  I have 

known Donovan both professionally and personally since our time together as colleagues 

at Berklee College of Music in Boston. I have had the opportunity to know him as an 

accomplished and inspired guitarist, teacher and performer and have witnessed 

throughout the course of our acquaintance that he is a highly committed musician, a 

compassionate and passionate person with a gift for communicating. 

At Berklee Donovan was regarded as a hard working successful academic and teacher 

among his peers and the student population. His service to the college in both the 

department of ear-training and ensembles were seen as very important contributions to 

curriculum design and systems of evaluation and are still in use today. 

We in the music program at Mohawk College have had the good fortune to host Donovan 

for two consecutive years as a guest clinician. His lectures, always met with anticipation 

and enthusiasm by both students and faculty, have provided new insights into ear training 

and performance pedagogy. Our faculty have since integrated many of his ideas into their  

course curriculums.  

 

Donovan has had significant success in every role and position he has so far assumed. I 

have seen him perform, and have had many lengthy and substantive discussions with him 

about music, teaching, his personal experiences as an educator, and many other musical 

topics.  I have no doubt that he would be an invaluable asset to the music faculty at 

Malcolm X College, and wholeheartedly recommend him without reservation. Please feel 

free to contact me should you require any further information in support of his 

application. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Darcy Hepner 

Program Coordinator 

Professor of Music 

Mohawk College 

(905)575-2043 
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To Whom it may concem

I was first introduced to Donovan Mixon in my home town Ferrara, Italy when I was a
young student trying to leam everything he could about music and improvisation. At that time
Donovan was teaching and performing extensively in my country. Hearing him play his
compositions really inspired me to pursue my own style both as a composer and a performer.

I later met him in Boston while I was studying at Berklee College of music. Donovan was then a
faculty member in the ear-training department and was instrumental in developing Berklee's
curriculum in that field of studies.

Two years ago Donovan carne back to Italy and gave a wonderful lecture on the basics of ear-
training to entry level students at the town's music school "G.Sarti" in Faenza where I teach. The
students were all inspired and I was really amazed at Donovan's great ability to pass valuable
information on to them.

Ferrara, 12/09/2012

Daniele Santimone,

~~~1M.~-' _ v

Music teacher and performer. ~
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